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INTRODUCTION

What is a position paper?
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In the Model United Nations Conferences (MUN); writing is considered to be not
only an  important communication tool, but also a highly-desired skill, this ever
since for the competition,  two types of documents are written: Position Papers and
Draft Resolutions.

Prior to the beginning of a MUN, each Delegation prepares its Position Paper in
each of the topics that will be discussed in the different committees in which the
country will participate.

The writing of this document is an important part in the preparation of each person
that will be part of the Delegation, and its creation is extremely useful. These
documents not only help Delegates organize their ideas, but also encourage the
entire Delegation in the establishment and representation of foreign policy.

The Position Paper should be the most care-fore element in the MUN. It exposes
and supports the opinion of a nation and is the starting point for international
negotiations. The Position Papers must not only define the topic in the Agenda, but
they must also present the relationship that the topic has with the interests of the
represented country.

The Position Paper allows Delegates define their strategies and possible actions in
advance of the working meetings scheduled by the Organizing Committee. For this
reason, they must consider the position of the rest of the Member States present
regarding the topics that will be discussed.

Importance
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First paragraph - Background
       

 Header
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Position Papers are usually divided into 2 main parts and the references:

The heading of the document should includes the name of the delegate, the
committee, the topic, the represented country and the name of the school. In the
header, there should also be a flag of the represented country. 
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Development2

The development should be written in 3 paragraphs: 

It will consist on a hook which is a statement designed to attract the attention
of people, a general explanation of the issue to be discussed, an explanation
on the importance of solving the issue, and a position statement which a brief
sentence in which the country expresses the position that it has on the issue. 

Second paragraph - Position

A specific explanation of the way that the issue takes place in the represented
country, the affectations the issue has had in the country, the actions that the
country has taken to fight against the issue, the accomplishments and failures
the country has had towards the solution of the country, and the interest that
the country has on finding solutions that can solve the issue in its nation and
the entire world. 

Third paragraph - Solutions
       

Emphasis on the interest that the country has on solving the issue in the world,
well described proposals to solve the issue ( idea, participantes, resources and
time) and a closing strong statement to invite other delegations to take action
an solve the issue.
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All websites and resources used to consult information to write the position
paper, must be in the references list. The references must be cited in APA format,
especifically the Sixth Edition. 

3

SUGGESTIONS
Remember that the Position Paper is written from the perspective of a whole nation,
not particular interests. 

Please avoid using personal pronouns. Remember that the most important thing
about the essay  is the ideas and proposals that YOU give to the subject. Copying
and pasting information found online, is not allowed. 

The better conducted the research the better the final product will be.  

While writing the position paper, there are words that should be avoided, in the
following chart, they are shown and also some words with which they can be replaced

Instead of this Use this

War Armed conflict

Kill Commit murder/Casualties

Rich countries Developed countries

Poor countries Undeveloped countries

Poor people Lack of resources

Black African American

White Caucasian

Army Armed forces

Money Economic resources
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➔ Font: Times New Roman
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It will be based on the APA Sixth Edition citation
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